Issues with having ‘actual’ vs ‘virtual’ stated # available quantities:

If product is tagged as ‘actual’, shop cart will write to the txt data base file, for this column for the particular products row, to reduce the quantity being ordered.

Though inate issue resides in that this must only be done at the moment item is sent to the cart, as the user may alter their shopping cart quantity on this product. Because we are not allowing quantity boxes on the sale page itself, it is safe to assume that there will be at least 1 available…Which also presents another issue, in that they may be able to alter the quantity, from within their cart, to a quantity higher than what is actually listed as available. In addition, the product item # that is being brought over into shop cart has liklihood of being the same # being brought over from other product selling pages (other than the sale page), that don’t want quantity control. So therefore there would need to be a reference on an item from what page on the website it is being ordered from. If the ‘jump’ is being ordered from the normal non sale page, allowance for alteration of quanitity of this item would go unchecked as it is now. Whereas if ‘jump’ was being ordered from the sale page (same item #), allowance for quantity alteration would be checked. This reference (to know from what page it is being bought from… either a controlled quantity page, or a non controlled quantity page) could be passed, not in the item #, but in the cart name. As if the cart name was altered at the time it is being sent to the cart, when being sent there from the sale page, to be instead of ‘jump’, it could be ‘s-jump’, then check sequence done at shop cart could distinguish that this is a quantity controlled item by the ‘s-‘ code in the cart name for that item. This would also eliminate the need to alter cookie handling to allow for additional info within the cookie. Of couse this quantity control would need to prevent changing quantity, at the point of the shop cart, to any value than is listed available in the txt database file. It would also need to write and read the database file.

Solution:

About columns in txt database file:

Stated # avail (X):
For sale page views (for either small block, pop ups, or large blocks):

· If X=”na” then ‘do not show this statement on sale page’

· If X=”0” then ‘show this statement with zero available (irregardless of wether item WAS a na)’ & ‘prevent sale’ & ‘put up sold out banners on pics’

· If X=”>0” then ‘show statement with X left’

Actual or virtual (Y)

For purchasing from sale page:

· If Y=”v’ then if purchased, do not add ‘s-‘ code to cart name when sending it to cart. 

· If Y=”a” then if purchased, DO add ‘s-‘ code to cart name when sending it to cart

· If Y=blank then ‘v’ assumed

Purchase sequence:

Page of purchase:

At non-sale page data passed to cart page along with user being directed to cart page will be as follows:

· Quantity (requested quantity!)

· Item #

· Cart name (will never be preceeded by a ‘s-‘ code)

· Ship #

· Price

OR

At sale page data passed to cart page along with user being directed to cart page will be as follows:

· Quantity (requested quantity! – note that at sale page, because we are not adding quantity boxes, this will always be 1. Though we must assume that it could be 0 or more).

· Item #

· Cart name (will either be be preceeded by a ‘s-‘ code or not) 

· Ship #

· Price

Cart page:

Prior to cart page showing… check and read/write sequence:

· If cart name is not preceeded by a ‘s-‘ (example: cart name = ‘jump’) then any quantity passed will be allowed (as it does now) with no quantity check (read) or alteration (write) of txt database file. This would indicate that the item either came from a non-sale page, or came from the sale page but was an item that was tagged as a ‘virtual’ quantity item.

· If cart name is preceeded by a ‘s-‘ (example: cart name = ‘s-jump’) then cart page will do a txt database file lookup for this item by its item #, and perform the following read/write check routine:

Definitions:

A=attempted order quantity (sent to cart from sale)

B=stated number available (from within txt database file)

C=temporary variable

D=new quantity available that will be set in txt database file

E=quantity ordered that will be sent to cart

· Check read/write sequence:

· C=B-A

· If C<0 then (D=0 and E=B) else (D=C and E=A)

· Now D can be written to txt database file overwriting old ‘stated # available’ and E can be the allowed quantity ordered written to cookie.

User is now viewing their shop cart.

· Note that at this point, even though they may have tried ordering 10 of something that there was only 2 remaining of, their cart will only show that they are ordering 2. They will receive no notification of this (too bad for them not paying attention).

· If person decides to alter quantity of any item within their cart, a similar check read/write sequence as above needs to be followed, though it will be of an obvious different programming nature. Same applies if a person decides to delete any item in their cart.

· If a person should view their cart, then continue shopping, when they get back to the sale page, the newer quantities will show.

· As far as my understanding of the cart system operates, it is understood that when a person populates their cart, they are populating a cookie, and reducing sale page quantities. Though if they should end their session prior to checking out, and come back later, their cookies are still active, and they are still reserving their goods for purchase. It is not uncommon for people to abandon their cart later in their checkout process because they decided they didn’t want to complete the order. Unfortunately I don’t have a solution for this… This could just be the risk that I take. Worst that will happen is that we will end up ‘showing that we are sold out’ even though we are not. Of course one way around this is for me to occassionally check our stock and reset the actual # available amount. Though of course if there is a better solution, Im game.

About re-uploading the txt database file while there is a sale in progress:

I do realize that by my re-uploading my local copy, I am overwriting the ‘stated # available’. Which is okay to do for ‘virtual’ amounts, but not for ‘actual’. I will have to merely check the online status values for ‘actual’ items, and write them to my local file, just before uploading.

